
2009 Annual Report



BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Michael Weinstein, Chairman 
Lorinda Ash Ezersky, President 
Kenneth L. Stein, Vice President 
Jeffrey Wilks, Treasurer 
Mark Mirsky, Secretary 
Roberta Brandes Gratz, Founder  
	 and President Emeritus 
William Josephson, Treasurer Emeritus

Suzy B. Boshwit 
Mildred Caplow 
Ester Fuchs 
Jeffrey R. Gural 
Armand Lindenbaum 
Jonathan L. Mechanic 
David Moore 
Richard Rabinowitz 
Joseph B. Rosenblatt 
P. Sheridan Schechner 
Rhonda Silver 
David Sitzer 
Michele Cohn Tocci 
Steven Walsey 
Howard Zar

staff

Bonnie Dimun, Executive Director 
Miriam Bader, Education Director 
Eva Bruné, Vice President for  
	 Institutional Advancement 
Nina Cohen, Education Coordinator 
Hanna Griff-Sleven, Program Director 
Nancy Johnson, Archivist 
Sharon Stein, Visitor Services Associate 
Amy Stein-Milford, Deputy Director 

docents

Roberta Berken, Master Docent 
Melvyn Birnbaum
Edward Cheng
Clarice Feinman
Barry Feldman
Naomi Gat
Lyla Glener
Rochelle Goldstein-Shelton
Anita Graber
Barbara Greenberg
Lee Greenberg
Sandy Haiken
John Heller
Gisa Indenbaum

Linda Katz
Roberta Koza
Liz Marcowitz
Patti Myers
Ami Nahiri
Seth Offenbach
Erynn Sarno
Mihaeala Manarazan Schwartz
Joyce Shenker
Rhonda Silver
Debbie Soffer
Cindy VandenBosch
Sylvia Weiner
Barry Yood 
Henry Zimring

interns

Stephen Baron
Jessica Cohen
Sonoma Farnsworth
Joey Gaebler
Sarah Glover
Judy Greenspan
Erica Marcus
Hannah Marcus
Laura Ross

GASP-INDUCING 
—The New York Times

The Museum at Eldridge Street, founded as the Eldridge Street Project in 1986, presents the culture, 
history and traditions of the great wave of Jewish immigrants to the Lower East Side drawing parallels 
with the diverse cultural communities that have settled in America. The Museum is located within the 
National Historic Landmark Eldridge Street Synagogue, which opened its doors in 1887. Nearly lost 
over time, this magnificent Moorish-Revival structure has been meticulously restored to its original 
evocative grandeur and re-opened to the public in December 2007. Tours, exhibits and public and 
educational programs tell the story of the generations that carried religious and communal customs 
to a new country, and celebrate America’s broad cultural traditions.
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2009 HIGHLIGHTS
Museum commissions artist Kiki Smith and architect  
Deborah Gans to create new stained-glass window 
Read more on p. 6

Eldridge Street’s original Ten Commandments are 
restored and returned to the main sanctuary just in 
time for the Jewish New Year
Read more on p. 3

National Endowment for the Humanities awards  
Museum prestigious Digital Humanities start-up grant 
Read more on p. 7

Record turnout – more than 6,700 people – for our 
annual Egg Rolls & Egg Creams Festival held on June 7 
Read more on p. 15

Introduction of Free Monday Mornings, making this  
the most popular tour day of the workweek 
Read more on p. 10

We welcome 4,000-plus K-12 students, an 80%  
increase from 2008, and more than 150 school  
groups, a 100% increase  
Read more on p. 12

Our teacher professional development workshops  
serve 496 teachers from across the country 
Read more on p. 12

Museum secures funding for new Ways We Worship 
inter-faith initiative  
Read more on p. 11

50 public programs, including concerts, lectures, film 
screenings and festivals attract over 10,000 people,  
a 10% increase from 2008 
Read more on p. 14

We receive funding to archive our collection, more  
than 500 objects related to Jewish practice and life  
in Eastern Europe and on the Lower East Side. 
Read more on p. 8

RESTORING THE 10 COMMANDMENTS
In September 2009, just in time for the 
Jewish New Year, the Museum returned 
the synagogue’s original Ten Command-
ments to their home above the ark. The 
right tablet had seriously deteriorated 
over time, and the left one had disap-
peared many years ago and was later 
replaced with an artist’s re-creation.  
The Museum restored the Command-
ments just in time for the holiday after 
discovering the missing left tablet 
during our archiving process. “It was 
bashert, or meant to be,” according to 
Executive Director Bonnie Dimun. The 
tablets were beautifully restored by 
Kumi Hisano, a paint restorer with 
Evergreen Architectural Arts, the firm 
that worked on the larger synagogue 
restoration. 

We are grateful to Jeff Greene and Evergreene  
Architectural Arts for their gift of restoring the  
Ten Commandment Plaques. 
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LETTER FROM THE CHAIRMAN

This year, First Lady Michelle Obama designated the volunteers of the Museum 
at Eldridge Street as Preserve America Stewards in recognition of their outstand-
ing work to preserve and protect our nation’s historic treasures. There currently 
are 21 Preserve America Stewards, and the Museum at Eldridge Street is the only 
one based in New York City. What this prestigious designation points to is the 
excellence and commitment not only of our docents, but of the many other 
people associated with our landmark project. 

In this letter, I want to recognize the community of supporters who has rallied 
around this project. In any endeavor, success or failure is always determined by 
the people associated with it. I am fortunate in that regard to work with an 
incredible group of businesspeople, preservationists, scholars and activists on 
our Board of Directors, and a talented and tireless staff. 

2009 was our second full year operating as a Museum. For the nation, it was a 
year that will surely be remembered as one of the most financially brutal in 
recent history. And yet, because of the commitment of you and many other 
supporters, we were able to grow sectors of our visitorship, including schools 
and families. In the two years since our opening we have welcomed more than 
70,000 people from around the globe, representing diverse faiths and cultural 
backgrounds. This community of visitors brings new energy to our 123-year 
building. It is their presence and participation that make the Museum so vital. 

It is my pleasure to report that in 2009 we commissioned artist Kiki Smith and 
architect Deborah Gans to design the last piece of restoration, a monumental 
new stained-glass window that replaces a central window that was damaged 
and lost in the 1940s. We are grateful to the City of New York for providing 
essential funding, and are thrilled to have these internationally renowned figures 
as part of the Eldridge Street family. The window will be installed in 2010, and I 
am sure it will be breathtaking. 

Finally, in recognizing those people who form a part of our community, I cannot 
help but think about the early immigrants who founded this grand house of 
worship and left their mark upon it. They are the first link in a chain of people 
who have rallied around this building since its opening in 1887. By sharing 
Eldridge Street with the public we commemorate their hard work and the legacy 
they left behind. Without them we would not be who we are and in the places 
we are today. 

Michael Weinstein

I thank and commend 
the volunteers of the 
Museum at Eldridge 
Street for protecting  
our nation’s historic 
treasures, both for your 
fellow citizens as well  
as visitors from near  
and far. You set a won-
derful example for our 
young people, who are 
the future stewards of 
our heritage, while also 
improving the quality  
of life and economic 
vitality of our nation.” 
   —First Lady Michelle Obama 
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LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

A visit to the Museum at Eldridge Street captures the imaginations of people of all 
faiths, nationalities, ages and experiences. We celebrate the stories and honor the 
traditions of the Eastern European Jewish immigrants who settled on the Lower 
East Side in the late 19th century. Visitors discover how the families who built our 
synagogue were transformed by the hope and promise of America. At the same 
time, we reveal how these Jewish immigrants, alongside those of many other 
nationalities and religions, significantly transformed America culturally, economi-
cally and politically.

The Museum at Eldridge Street is housed in the lovingly restored Eldridge Street 
Synagogue. Dedicated in 1887, it was the first great house of worship built in 
America by Eastern European Jews. Today, after a twenty-year restoration, it’s a 
National Historic Landmark. Visitors participate in tours, exhibits, and educational 
and cultural programs, guided by experts in the period’s history, architecture, 
religious practices and culture.

As visitors enter beneath the synagogue’s majestic 50-foot ceiling, they walk on 
the floorboards that reveal the tangible imprint of the immigrants who conceived 
of and built this monument to their newly-acquired religious freedom. Unlike 
traditional museums, this “hidden jewel” uniquely carries in its walls an authentic-
ity that reflects the aspirations, struggles and achievements of the families who 
founded it. What legacy have they left to us, and what can we learn about our-
selves from their stories?

To share the story of these early American immigrants, during this second full  
year of operation as a Museum, we made a commitment to survey, catalogue  
and share with the public our collection of artifacts and historic documents. With 
seed money from donors, we hired a part-time archivist, Nancy Johnson. She  
has identified more than 500 items, from beautifully embroidered Torah mantles 
to Yiddish signs of the Lower East Side. We are now embarking on the exciting 
process of incorporating them into museum exhibits, an on-line database, and for 
use by scholars and researchers. We will also be raising funds to appropriately care 
for and conserve many of these fragile objects. We will continue the efforts begun 
in 2009 to document the restoration process for historical purposes including oral 
histories of those involved in the process.  It is our goal to document the entire 
history of the Eldridge Street Project.

Our ongoing challenge is to maintain our building. Please know how grateful  
we are for your continued support of the Museum. Your support keeps our doors 
open and our lights on. It helps us provide compelling, hands-on curriculum for 
school children learning about the arts, history and religion. It brings together 
cultures, via programs like our Egg Rolls & Egg Creams Festival, a celebration  
of Jewish and Chinese communities of our neighborhood; and musicians for 
concerts celebrating once-lost Jewish traditions that are being reclaimed. It 
ensures that our 1887 landmark, so lovingly restored, continues to be sustained 
and cared for. 

Bonnie Dimun
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NEW INITIATIVES
KIKI SMITH & DEBORAH GANS WINDOW
In 2009 the Museum grappled with a classic preservation dilem-
ma: In an historic site, how do you treat an important design 
element that has been lost or altered? Case in point: Our tablet-
shaped glass-block window which was introduced in 1944 after 
the original stained glass was damaged and removed. At the  
time, the congregation did not have funds to return it to its 
original grandeur. In 2009, the Museum met with leading archi-
tects, preservationists, historians and curators to help decide how 
to treat this element. Ultimately, it was decided to commission a 
new window. “That was a way of extending the story,” commented 
Deputy Director Amy Stein-Milford. “It was a way of marking a  
new chapter in the synagogue’s history, its glorious restoration.” 

After a meticulous decision-making process, a design by artist  
Kiki Smith and architect Deborah Gans was selected. According to 
Susan Freedman, President of the Public Art Fund: “Kiki Smith and 
Deborah Gans were an inspired choice for the East Window at the 
Museum at Eldridge Street. Kiki Smith is one of the most impor-
tant visual artists working today and her poetic and powerful 
work beautifully compliments the historic setting in a transcen-
dent way. This fantastic collaboration with architect Deborah  
Gans is a jewel in the collection of sacred and contemporary art  
in New York City.” The window will be unveiled in the fall of 2010. 

Major support for the East Window initiative has been provided, in  
part, by American Express, The David Berg Foundation, The Richard H. 
Driehaus Foundation, The David Geffen Foundation, and the City of 
New York. List as of December 31, 2009. 

With the [upcoming] installation of Kiki Smith and Deborah Gans’ extraordinary 
window in this sacred landmark, Eldridge Street’s evolution now spans three  
generations — built in the 19th century, preserved in the 20th, and renewed  
in the 21st.” 

   —Robert Tierney, Chairman, New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission 

Kiki Smith and Deborah Gans’ preliminary  
rendering for the window.
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DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES GRANT
Integrating new technologies into a historic site is always a 
daunting prospect. But when handled sensitively interactive 
displays have the ability to make history accessible to new genera-
tions growing up on the I-pod and Wii. We were thrilled, therefore, 
to receive a Digital Humanities Start-Up grant from the National 
Endowment for the Humanities. Funds were used to plan for the 
development of a highly interactive installation and web-based 
tool that uses the personal histories of our building’s original 
congregants to investigate broad economic, geographic, social 
and cultural themes. The end project – a white paper describing 
our process and results – will be shared throughout the field, 
enabling museums, historic sites, schools, and other community 
organizations to use our findings to develop their own tools to 
share their rich histories. 

This project convened a team of humanities scholars, technology 
consultants, K-12 teachers, and partnering institutions: 

Dr. Jeffrey Gurock, Libby M. Klaperman Professor of Jewish 
History, Yeshiva University

Dr. Thomas Kessner,  Professor, Graduate Center of City  
University of NY, Ph.D. Program in History

Evan Kingsley, Executive Director, and Dr. Susan Malbin, 
Director of Library and Archives, at the American Jewish  
Historical Society

Dr. Joshua Greenberg, Director of Digital Strategy and  
Scholarship at The New York City Public Library

Karen Franklin, guest curator at the Museum of Jewish Heritage 
and co-chair of the Board of Governors of JewishGen

Philip Tiongsen, Jared Schiffman, Caroline Brown,  and 
Miranda Heineman of Potion Design

Roger Bell and Chris Willis of Footnotes.com

Carol Baldridge, 3rd- grade teacher at Chestnut Hill Academy  
in Philadelphia, PA

William Ebert, 10th and 11th grade United States History teacher 
at the Timber Creek High School in Erial, N.J.
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COLLECTION
In 2009, archivist Nancy Johnson, working with a 
collections committee led by Board member Howard 
Zar, accessioned and cataloged more than 500 items  
and archival materials that make up the Museum’s 
permanent collection. Items were removed from storage, 
examined, tagged with an accession number, measured, 
described, photographed and categorized. Using a 
collections software, a unique record was created for 
each object or archival group, so that we now have an 
in-house catalog. Using this catalog, we have begun to 
plan new exhibitions so that these remarkable objects 
can be shared with the public and used to illuminate  
the history of the Eldridge Street Synagogue, its congre-
gation and its community. 

Favorite Discoveries
Our collection includes 25 Torah mantles, 11 ark curtains 
and valances, 3 bimah covers, 4 Torah covers, 2 wimpels, 
16 prayer shawls, 16 prayer shawl bags, and 13 tefillin 
bags, not to mention spittoons, Yiddish signs and other 
secular objects. Here archivist Nancy Johnson shares 
some of her favorite items.

A Torah Ark Curtain, made 
with gold silk brocade that 
might have once been parlor 
draperies for a fashionable 
family, tells us something new 
each time it is examined.  As 
we deciphered its inscriptions, 
we were excited to discover 
that this tattered and patched 
textile predates the opening  
of the Eldridge Street Syna-

gogue: it carries a reference to the congregation’s former 
home on Allen Street, and a date of 1882!  And its 
measurements fit the Ark now in the synagogue’s lower 
level, which was carried to Eldridge Street from Allen 
Street in 1887.

My favorite book among the many in the collection is 
Harkavy’s American Letter Writer and Speller, pub-
lished by The Hebrew Publishing Company, 1902. It is 
more than just a primer for Yiddish speakers learning 
English grammar and spelling. What makes the book so 
much fun to read is its collection of letters – written in 
Yiddish on the right hand page, with the corresponding 
English on the left – suggesting texts to be used for any 
business or social occasion. Among them is an impas-
sioned letter from a smitten suitor:  “Dear Tillie:  I have 
been long in love with you, but afraid to tell you. When  
I go with you to the theatre or park I am almost like a 
fool, and altogether unfit for company…. I am well 
settled in work, and my wages are nine dollars a week.  
You and I can live comfortably on that….I cannot be 
happy unless you are mine.”
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In February 2009, Adriana Baker and her family donated 
two remarkable wimpels to the Museum. These long 
fabric scrolls were traditionally made by German Jewish 
women after the bris of their sons. My favorite is the 
colorfully painted wimpel for a boy named David, born 
in 1803, and inscribed with a blessing that he be raised 
in the path of Torah and be escorted to the wedding 
canopy and good deeds. David’s wimpel would have 
been used again at his Bar Mitzvah to bind the Torah and 
at his marriage, when it would be draped on the 
chuppah (marriage canopy), a scene drawn lovingly, if 
not skillfully, by his mother upon the cloth. This wimpel, 
now more than 200 years old, traces the path of tradi-
tion, belief and Jewish ritual as it followed the boy David 
throughout his life, and as it was passed down through 
Ms. Baker’s family, and now to the Museum.

In 2009, major support to survey, conserve, and store  
the collections was provided by the Lucius N. Littauer 
Foundation, Susan Malloy, the National Endowment  
for the Humanities, the Reed Foundation, Joanna S.  
and Daniel Rose Fund, Jane Gural Senders and the  
Aaron Gural Foundation, and the Sun Hill Foundation. 

The items in Eldridge Street’s 
collection were used by real 
people on a daily basis, in some 
cases showing signs of wear  
and tear and subsequent efforts 
to darn, stitch and repair. This 
provides a compelling human 
element, in contrast to what you 
often find in a museum exhibit.” 

   —Nancy Johnson, Archivist 
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TOURS
Free Monday Mornings & More
In this tough economic year, the Museum received 
important funding to introduce our Free Monday 
Mornings at Eldridge Street from 10 am to 12 noon.  
Free Monday Mornings opened the Museum to low-
income, recently unemployed, and others who could not 
otherwise afford to participate in tours of the Museum. 
This offering quickly made Monday our most popular 
weekday tour time, and second most popular day of the 
week after Sunday. More than 1,750 people participated, 
and we are thrilled to be able to have partial funding to 
continue this initiative in 2010. 

Other new offerings in 2009 that made our Museum 
accessible to new audiences: Our Traveling Landmark 
program, serving communities in the tri-state, Florida, 
Chicago, and Los Angeles areas who cannot make it  
to the synagogue. This is a wonderful opportunity for 
less mobile and long-distance lovers of Jewish and 
Lower East Side history to learn about our landmark  
site through a beautifully illustrated slide lecture. This 
year, also saw growth in our national and international 
audience with approximately one-third of our visitors 
coming from outside the tri-state area. To better serve 
this audience we introduced written translated materials 
in French, German, Spanish and Russian. 

2009 funds for the Free Mondays Program have been 
provided by the Elias A. Cohen Foundation, the Charles Cohn 
Foundation, Manhattan Borough President’s Office/Borough 
Needs Program, New York City Department of Cultural Affairs, 
the New York City Department for the Aging, The Martin R. 
Lewis Charitable Foundation, the Judith and Stanley Zabar 
Fund, and The Zankel Fund.

Walking Tours
In the fall of 2009 we introduced a full line-up of walking 
tours led by Education Coordinator Nina Cohen. 
According to Cohen: “The immigrants who populated 
our historic Lower East Side neighborhood didn’t log 
onto Twitter or Facebook to interact with the world 
around them. Living in cramped tenement apartments, 
they spent as much time outside as possible, socializing 
in municipal parks, debating in smoky cafes and 
preaching political gospels from every street corner. By 
walking through those same streets today, visitors of all 
ages physically engage with history. Making the streets 
come alive with the ideologies and people of the past is 
the best part of my job.” 

“First things first: if you live in New York and want to 
impress out-of-town visitors, wander on down to…
ogle the neo-Gothic synagogue…the Eldridge Street 
Synagogue is a primer in Lower East Side social history 
as well as an architecture buff’s [sic] dream.”

   — Kelsey Keith, Flavorwire 
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Ways We Worship
In 2009 the Museum received seed funding for Ways We 
Worship, our new interfaith initiative. Comprising a new 
tour, lecture series, school programming and exhibit, 
Ways We Worship provides a welcoming environment 
for people of all faiths to explore Jewish practice and 
ritual. We will use the specific story of the Jewish 
community at the Eldridge Street Synagogue to shed 
light on the universal experience of people encounter-
ing, adapting, and forging new traditions in America. 
What would the immigrant parishioner have encoun-
tered upon entering the synagogue? How was it like or 
unlike what they had left behind? Who are the people 
associated with the service (rabbi, cantor, lay leaders, 
etc.) and how did these roles change in America? Using 
our landmark sacred site, this program will give people 
the opportunity to see, hear and touch elements 
related to Jewish practice. Our goal is to create a 
memorable, one-of-a-kind experience that is inspired 
by the history and spiritual significance of our land-
mark site and that has relevance for a broad public. 

Ways We Worship is supported, in part, by The Bernice  
and Albert B. Cohen Family Charitable Trust, the Edouard 
Foundation, The Joyce and Irving Goldman Family  
Foundation, Stella and Charles Guttman Foundation, 
Blanche and Irving Laurie Foundation, The Samuel M. Levy 
Family Foundation, New York Council for the Humanities,  
the Leo Rosner Foundation, and the Joseph and Sylvia Slifka 
Foundation. List as of 12/31/09.
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EDUCATION & FAMILY PROGRAMS
Quantum Growth in School  
& Family Programming
The inspiring learning environment of our landmark site 
as well as the hard work and personal rapport of our 
Education Director Miriam Bader have made our 
education programs the fastest growing sector of our 
public offerings. In 2009, we had a quantum increase in 
school and family visitors: We served 151 school groups, 
a 104% increase from 2008; and 4,077 K-12 students,  
an 81% increase in 2008. 496 teachers from around the 
country participated in our teacher professional devel-
opment workshops. According to Bader, “We work 
closely with teachers to understand the needs and focus 
of their class and provide a welcoming, multi-sensory, 
supportive environment. Each visit is totally customized.” 
Another new development of which she is proud:  
Our becoming a Cool Culture Partner, an organization 
dedicated to making NYC cultural organizations acces-
sible to low-income families. 

2009 funds for Education and Family Programming have 
been provided by Bloomberg, Goldfarb Family Foundation, 
The Marc Haas Foundation, Eugene M. Lang Foundation,  
The Liman Foundation, the New York City Department of 
Cultural Affairs, New York State Council on the Arts, The Leo 
Rosner Foundation, Joseph and Sylvia Slifka Foundation, 
Jerry and Emily Spiegel Family Foundation, and the Michael 
Tuch Foundation.

Celebrate With Us
Out historic sacred site provides a welcoming, hands-on 
site for students of all faiths to explore Jewish faith and 
culture. For our Celebrate With Us Passover program,  
staff members brought in their own seder plates and 
haggadahs to help create an authentic festive environ-
ment. The result was magical. Students came into the 
main sanctuary and saw a table laid out just for them 
with lace cloth, silver goblets, and traditional foods 
related to the holiday. According to Education Director  
Miriam Bader, “There was a “wow” moment, when they 
realized this was just for them.” This thoughtful prepara-
tion, multi-sensory engagement (food, objects, songs 
and more) make Celebrate With Us one of our most popu-
lar programs. In 2009, the Museum offered Passover & 
Hanukkah programming with more than 500 students 
participating, and we plan to introduce a Simchat Torah 
event in 2010. 
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Turn-of-the-Century Bar Mitzvah
With families and synagogues agonizing over how to 
meaningfully mark a son or daughter’s coming-of-age 
ceremony, our Turn of the Century Bar Mitzvah program 
provides important context. How did our first American 
ancestors celebrate? What does it mean to be a Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah, both historically and today? Students read 
popular speeches and hear recordings that recount the 
experience of early 20th-century parishioners at Eldridge 
Street. They also learn about the creation of the bat 
mitzvah, a 20th-century innovation introduced by 
Mordecai Kaplan. (Little known fact: Kaplan celebrated  
his bar mitzvah at Eldridge Street in 1894 before going on 
to found the Reconstructionist movement.) Participants 
discuss how immigrant children balanced the traditions  
of their parents and grandparents with new American 
sensibilities, and learn about ways they might incorporate 
historical perspective into their own ceremony. 

Preservation Detectives
Children raised on Dora the Explorer, Little Einstein, and 
Blues Clues took naturally to our Preservation Detectives 
family program offered every Sunday at 1 pm. Equipped 
with magnifying glass, binoculars, and notepad children 
investigated our stained-glass windows, painted 
patterns, ritual furniture and more, all the while learning 
about history and architecture. Each month featured a 
different theme and artmaking activity. In 2009, we 
served 228 children and their adult friends and families, 
a 200% increase from 2008. 

Special thanks to the Jewish Community Youth Foundation 
for its support of this program in 2009.

I measure the success of any program 
not just by its immediate content  
but also by its lasting impact. In this 
respect, the Museum at Eldridge  
Street is unsurpassed. My students 
continued to incorporate aspects of  
the program…to “explore” the Lower 
East Side in the classroom up to the  
last days of the school year.”

   —Emily Schottland, Teacher at PS 6
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PUBLIC PROGRAMS
Jewish Music Lost & Found
As we move further and further away from the “World  
of Our Fathers,” many of the cultural traditions that  
were second nature to our parents, grandparents and 
great-grandparents are in danger of being lost. Our  
Lost & Found Music Series provides a public format for 
musicians who have dedicated themselves to saving 
Jewish music. In December, violinist Yale Strom presented 
his In the Memory Of, a stirring repertoire of songs he 
uncovered on a trip to Romania. There, in the 1871 
synagogue of Carei, he discovered an abandoned box  
of books including the cantor’s songbook with over  
250 melodies. 

Other concerts included Jake Shulman-Ment’s A Redele, 
which was co-sponsored with the National Yiddish Book 
Center. Just 25 years old, Shulman-Ment has dedicated 
himself to researching and playing music associated 
with the Jewish and gypsy communities of Hungary and 
Romania. Program Director Hanna Griff-Sleven describes 
the scene: “Imagine if you will the restored sanctuary of 
our 1887 landmark synagogue. Fifty-foot barrel-vaulted 
ceiling, the richly hued stained-glass windows, and the 
majestic carved-walnut ark, still lined in its original 
crimson velvet, original hand-carved wooden pews, all 
gently lit by original brass and glass fixtures. Jake and  
his all-star band comprised of Pete Rushefsky, Art Bailey, 
Benjy Fox-Rosen and Ben Holmes took to the stage and 
played. Almost instantly our crowd of 200-plus sat up 
and focused.  Jake’s violin soared above the bimah as his 
music took us to Eastern Europe and beyond, at times 
ecstatic, playful and always deeply soulful.” 

2009 funding for the Museum’s Jewish Music Lost & Found 
Series has been provided by the New York City Department of 
Cultural Affairs, the New York State Council on the Arts, and 
the Charles and Mildred Schnurmacher Foundation.

It was a thrill to play in 
that magnificent space.”

   —Margo Leverett of Margot Leverett and the  
Klezmer Mountain Boys who played to a full-house  

on October 14, 2009
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Oral History Project
Our oral history project infuses our programs, tours  
and exhibits with an important human dimension, 
giving a face to historical facts and events. These include 
interviews with early 20th-century parishioners like  
Max Smith, who recalls his bar mitzvah at Eldridge Street 
in 1927 and Lillian Fried, another early member, who 
relates this lively scene: “Mr. Parness [the sexton] said 
that [women] should leave the children home. My 
mother, having the first seat, leaned down and said,  
‘Mr. Parness, next year we should live and be well, and 
there should be more children!’ And there was applause.” 
Our oral history collection continues to grow. In 2009, 
Hanna Griff-Sleven, our Program Director and a folklorist, 
taught classes at the New School for Social Research and 
New York University. Her students interviewed former 
parishioners, long-time Lower East Side residents, and 
people involved in the rescue of the synagogue in the 
1970s-80s, with the culminating results displayed in  
our Gural-Rabinowitz Family History Center. 

Egg Rolls & Egg Creams Festival 
Once the heart of the Jewish Lower East Side, the 
Museum’s neighborhood is now a part of a vibrant 
Chinatown. While the lingua franca is Fujianese not 
Yiddish, the scene is still very familiar: a community 
negotiating longstanding cultural traditions and 
American sensibilities. To celebrate the Chinese and 
Jewish communities – and the dynamic immigrant 
legacy of New York City – in 2009 we presented our 9th 
Egg Rolls & Egg Creams Festival. This free annual event is 
our most popular, this year drawing a record-breaking 
attendance of 6,700 people. Borough President Scott 
Stringer has called it one of his favorite events. And 
what’s not to like? With music, mahjongg, Chinese and 
Yiddish language lessons, scribal art, folk art demos, and 
tasty kosher egg rolls and egg creams in the synagogue 
and on our block. 

2009 supporters of the Egg Rolls & Egg Creams Festival are 
the Manhattan Borough President’s Office/The Honorable 
Scott Stringer, National Endowment for the Arts the New York 
City Department of Cultural Affairs, the New York State 
Council on the Arts, and NYC & Co. Foundation. 
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Celebrations & Special Events
Our gloriously restored landmark has become 
a sought-out venue for celebrations and 
special events, including weddings, bar 
mitzvahs, reward ceremonies and more. 
What better place to mark a special occasion!
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2009 PUBLIC PROGRAMS
Presidential Inauguration Viewing 
January 20 

New Wave Violin Concert with Jake 
Shulman-Ment 
January 21

From Bottom to Top Architecture Tour 
January 25 & February 15

Yiddish Songs for the Soul with Hy 
Wolfe 
February 4

His People Yiddish Film and Music  
with Paul Shapiro  
February 8

Chase the Devil Concert with Gary Lucas 
February 25

Fabulous Shpielkehs Concert with 
mother-and-daughter duo Elaine 
Hoffman Watts and Susan Watts 
March 8

Great White American Teeth One- 
Woman Show with Fiona Walsh 
March 18

Lillian Wald Remembered Lecture  
with Dr. Marjorie Feld  
March 22

Orthodox Jews in America Book  
Launch with Dr. Jeffrey Gurock 
March 22

Rescuing Eldridge Street Artisans  
Roundtable with Ray Clagnan, J 
eff Greene and Dawn Ladd  
March 25

Cuban-Caribbean Jewish Music with  
Ben Lapidus’s Herencia Judia 
March 29

The Jew on Trial Film Screening &  
Conversation with Albert Maysles 
April 5

Women in Labor Lecture with  
Annelise Orleck 
April 19

Newcomers to New York Walking Tour  
April 19 – 23 

Streetwise Walking Tour  
Teacher Workshop  
April 22

Rabbi Idelson Tribute 
April 26, 2010

Memory in a Box Teacher Workshop 
May 3

Litvak Genealogy Workshop with  
Deborah Falik 
May 10

Sacred Sites Bike Tour 
May 17

A Great Day on Eldridge Street Film 
Screening & Concert with Yale Strom 
May 17

Old Music New Sounds Concert with  
Joey Weisenberg 
May 20

Egg Rolls & Egg Creams Festival  
June 7

Viola Fest with Karen Waltuch, 
Leanne Darling & Ljova Zhurbin 
June 10

The American Jewish Immigrant 
Experience in Song Lecture with Robert 
Cohen 
June 21

Love & Courtship Walking Tour 
July 16 & September 6

Sacred Sites Walking Tour 
July 26 & September 13

Max Davidson Silent Films & Music  
with Ben Model 
August 6

Stoop, Synagogue, Soapbox  
Walking Tour  
August 20 & October 25

Gangster, Writer, Rabbi Walking Tour  
August 23 & November 8

Yiddish Classes 
September 15 – December 1

Memoir Writing Workshop 
October 8 & 15

Body & Soul Walking Tour 
October 18

Sweatshop Cinderella Film & Talk  
with Suzanne Wasserman 
October 21

Home Sweet Home Walking Tour 
November 1

The Heritage Ensemble Concert with 
Eugene Marlow, Bobby Sanabria, 
Michael Hashin, and Frank Wagner 
September 13

Stempenyu’s Dream with  
Steven Greenman  
September 16

A Redele Concert with Jake  
Shulman-Ment  
September 30

Margot Leverett and the Klezmer 
Mountain Boys Concert 
October 14

Open House for Educators 
October 21

Tamevate Kapelye Concert 
November 15

Streetwise Walking Tour  
Teacher Workshop  
November 16

Port o’Monkeys Concert with  
Jeff Greene  
November 22

The Pesach Rubenstein Murder Trial 
Lecture with Eddy Portnoy 
December 6

In the Memory of Concert with Yale  
Strom Quartet 
December 16

Klez for Kids Concert 
December 25
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2009 Groups & Visitors 
SCHOOLS
Art For Learning
Bais Yaacov De Gur High School
Bais Yaacov of Passaic 
Bialik School
C.I.S. 303
Community Hebrew Academy of Toronto
East Midwood Hebrew Day School
Ezra Academy 
Fayerweather Street School
Food and Finance High School
Friends Seminary
Genesee Community Charter School 
Hackley School
Hebrew Academy for Special Children
Heschel School
Jewish Day School of the Lehigh Valley
Kinneret Day School
Leo Baeck School 
Long Beach Unified School 
Lyons Community School
Manhattan Country School
Manorhaven School
Mesivta Teferith Jerusalem
M.S. 131
Nest+M
New City Jewish Center Hebrew  
	 High School
P.S. 1
P.S. 2
P.S. 3
P.S. 6
P.S. 15
P.S. 20
P.S. 59
P.S. 110
P.S. 124
P.S. 140
P.S. 166 
P.S. 184 
Plymouth-Canton Schools 
Ramaz School
Rodeph Shalom School
SAJ Hebrew School
Savannah Chatham Public School 
Secondary School for Research
Solomon Schechter School of Manhattan
Solomon Schecter of Essex and Union
Stuyvesant High School
Temple Beth Ahm Religious School
Temple Har Shalom Religious School
Temple Shalom 

The Academy of Information Technology 
	 and Engineering
The Agnes Irwin School
The Logan School
The Packer Collegiate Institute 
Timber Creek High School 
United Jewish School
University Neighborhood High School 
Williamsburg Preparatory Universities

universities
City University of New York
Columbia University
Eugene Lang College of The New School
Hunter College
Jewish Theological Seminary
New York University
Pace University
Pratt Institute 
Queens College
Seton Hall University
Stanford University
Syracuse University
University of Pennsylvania
University of Texas

synagogues
Adat Shalom Reconstructionist  
	 Congregation
Beit Tikvah Kesher School 
Bet Torah 
Chabad Lubovitch Hebrew School  
	 of Rivertowns
Chabad of Brazil
City Congregation for Secular  
	 Humanistic Judaism
Congregation Beth Or 
Congregation Ahavath Sholom
Congregation Beth David 
Congregation Beth Elohim
Congregation B’nai Moshe
Congregation B’nei Israel
Congregation B’nei Tzedek
Congregation Rodeph Shalom
Congregation Sons of Israel
Conservative Synagogue of  
	 Westport Connecticut
Dix Hill Synagogue
Garden City Jewish Center 
Great Neck Synagogue Men’s Club
Indianapolis Hebrew Congregation

Kehillath Shalom Synagogue
Lakeside Congregation for Reform Judaism
Me’ah at Anshe Chesed
Mount Zion Temple 
M’vakshe Derekh
North Shore Jewish Center
Oeanside Jewish Center 
Reconstructionist Temple Beth Israel
Renaissance Group of Barnert Temple
Roosevelt Island Jewish Congregation
Society for the Advancement of Judaism
Temple Avodat Shalom
Temple Beth Ahm
Temple Beth David
Temple Beth El Sisterhood 
Temple Beth Emeth
Temple Beth Sholom
Temple B’nai Sholom
Temple B’nei Torah of Wantagh
Temple Emanu-El
Temple Emanu-El of Canarsie
Temple Har Shalom
Temple Israel
Temple Israel of Great Neck  
Temple Israel of Staten Island
Temple Judea of Manhasset
Temple Shalom 
Temple Sholom of West Essex
Temple Sinai of Toronto
Temple Sinai Renaissance Group
The Community Synagogue
Tikvah Program from Brotherhood  
	 Synagogue 
Tree of Life Congregation 
United Synagogue Youth
Woodlands Community Temple
Young Israel of Forest Hills Senior League
Young Israel of Woodmere

tours
92nd Street Y
Ability Beyond Disability
Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church
Boy Scouts
Café Europa: Jewish Family Service  
	 of MetroWest 
Captains and Mates Yacht Club
Chai Motorcycle Club
Cheryl Goldstein Book Club
Defenders of the Historic Upper East Side
Elder Hostel
Elmhurst Hospital Community Options
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Explore NY
Fantastic Tours
Fleisher Art Memorial Group 
Fort Lee Senior Center
Great Neck Adult Program
Guide Service of New York
High Field Gardens Adult Day Care
Hunters Run Group
JCC of Central New Jersey 
JCC of Paramus
JCC on the Hudson
Jewish Association for the Aged
Jewish Federation of Palm Beach
Jewish Heritage Club
Jewish Women International 
Legow Family Israel Program Center
Manchester Hadassah
Middle Village Adult Center 
Mill Island Retirees
National Council of Jewish Woman
North Shore Country Club
Northern Adult Healthcare Center
Nuance Tour and Travel 
NYC Housing Authority
On the Town
Raritan Photo Society 

RAVSAK 
Rego Park Adult Day Health Care 
Rego Park Health Daycare
RENEW of Church of St. Francis Assisi
Retired Teacher Center
Roslyn Adult Ed Art Tour
SAJEF
Self-help Austin Street Senior Center 
Shabbaton Choir
Shackanxion Country Club Women’s 		
	 Association
Shalom Club 
Sid Jacobson JCC
Sterling Glen of Roslyn 
Suffolk Y JCC
The Greens at Half Hollow
Timeline Touring
Tours of the City on behalf of Seawane
Tri-County Brandeis 
United Federation of Teachers Jewish Labor 
Committee
Valiske Tours
Woodbury ORT
WWTCE
YM-YWHA

MuseumS/Cultural  
InstitutionS
Bartow-Pell Mansion 
Big Onion
Council of American Jewish Museums
Center for Jewish History
Cool Culture 
Fleisher Art Memorial
Gilder Lehrman Institute of  
	 American History
Heritage Philadelphia
Jewish Historical Society of Greater Hartford
Lower East Side Jewish Conservancy
Lower East Side Tenement Museum 
Museum of Jewish Heritage
New York City Police Museum
Save Ellis Island
Slate Valley Museum
The Workmen’s Circle
Weekesville Heritage Center
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2009 income by source (Percent of total)

2009 operating expenses (Percent of total)

Foundations & Corporations

Individuals

Tour & Program Admissions

State Government

Federal Government

Local Government

Other Earned Income

Educational & Cultural Programs

Restoration

Fundraising

Management & General

Facilities

Educational & 
Cultural Programs
48%

Foundations & 
Corporations
36%

Individuals
33%

Tour & Program
Admissions

11%

State Government
7%

Federal Government
3%
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3%

Other Earned Income
7%

Restoration
14%

Fundraising
13%

Management & 
General

13%

Facilities
12%
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CONTRIBUTORS

Museum at Eldridge 
Street’s Restoration 
Campaign 
Dedicated gifts to the restoration  
of the National Historic Landmark 
Eldridge Street  
Synagogue Roster as of December 31, 2009 

Gifts of $1,000,000 and above 
The Gural and Rabinowitz Families 
Aaron Gural Foundation 
Paula and Jeffrey Gural 
Barbara Gural 
Jane Gural Senders 
New Tudor Foundation 
Grandchildren of Maurice Rabinowitz Spear 
Sun Hill Foundation  
The Mayor’s Office for the City of New York,		
	 The Honorable Michael Bloomberg  
New York City Council, 
	 The Honorable Christine Quinn  
New York City Department of  
	 Cultural Affairs 

Gifts of $500,000 and above 
Lower Manhattan Development  
	 Corporation  
Manhattan Borough President’s Office, 
	 The Honorable Scott Stringer  
New York State Office of Parks,  
	 Recreation and Historic Preservation 
Joanna S. and Daniel Rose  
Joy Ungerleider-Mayerson  
Michael, Emma and Sam Weinstein  
Norman Rosita Winston Foundation in  
	 memory of Julian S. Perlman 

Gifts of $250,000 and above  
Joan and Robert Arnow Booth Ferris 
	 Foundation  
Leo Rosner Foundation in loving memory  
	 of Anna and Leo Rosner 

Gifts of $100,000 and above  
The Vincent Astor Foundation  
The David Berg Foundation  
Mildred Caplow in memory of Alvin Caplow 

From Generation to Generation: 
	 David Cohen, Elias A. Cohen, Seymour 
	 Cohn, Marc S. Cohn, Ellen Menscher, 
	 Daniel E. Cohn  
William and Dewey Edelman Charitable 		
	 Trust in memory of Pauline and  
	 Nathan 	Edelman  
Peter & Lorinda Ash Ezersky in honor of  
	 Matthew and Adelaide Ezersky, in honor 
	 of Myrna and Eugene Ezersky, in honor  
	 of Bunny Ash and Martha and George 
	 Green, and in memory of Bertha and 
	 Harry Friedman and Bessie and  
	 Louis Ezersky  
Karen J. Freedman and Roger E. Weisberg 
Nina P. Freedman and Michael L. Rosenbaum  
Susan K. Freedman and Richard J. Jacobs 
Goldie Anna Charitable Trust: Eric & Rebecca 
	 Stein June 22, 2003; John and Emily 
	 Sharko, February 21, 2004; Peter C. Stein; 
	 in memory of Helen and “Rip” Copland; in 
	 memory of Mollie and Philip Stein 
Donald and Roberta Brandes Gratz  
In honor of Michael Weinstein, With Love,  
	 The Greenberg Family  
Barbara Haws and William Josephson  
The J. M. Kaplan Fund  
Melissa and Elliot N. Konopko  
Sheila and Joseph B. Rosenblatt in memory 
	 of our parents  
The Sapir Family, in loving memory of our 
	 mother and father, Zinaida and  
	 Alex Sapir, Sr. 
Joan C. Schwartz  
The Silver Family Foundation in memory  
	 of Sylvia D. Silver and in honor of Justin P. 	
	 Silver and Brian L. Silver  
The Skirball Foundation  
Joseph and Sylvia Slifka Foundation, Inc. 
Jerry and Emily Spiegel Family Foundation 
Judy and Warren Tenney Foundation  
In honor of Betty and Milton Walsey, Helene 
	 and Steven Walsey  
Lise and Jeffrey Wilks  
Dr. and Mrs. Harold S. Yood  
Judith and Stanley Zabar in honor of Lori 
	 Zabar and Mark Mariscal, in memory of 
	 Lillian and Louis Zabar, in honor of Selma 
	 and Louis Segal, in honor of Sondra 
	 Zabar and Ira Breite 

Gifts of $50,000 and above  
American Express  
Brenner Family Foundation  
The Eli and Edythe L. Broad Foundation 
Melva Venezky Bucksbaum and  
	 Raymond Learsy in memory of  
	 Grandparents Ruth and Harris Venezky 
Feil Family Foundation 
William & Mary Greve Foundation  
Stacy and Peter Hochfelder  
HUB International  
Lower Manhattan Cultural Council with 
	 support from The September 11th Fund 
The Mack Family  
Lori and David Moore  
Rhodebeck Charitable Trust  
Janet and Arthur Ross  
The Silverweed Foundation  
Arthur D. Emil and Judy E. Tenney in loving 
	 memory of our parents  
Leon Uris Foundation  
Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts 
Friends and Family of Amy E. Waterman

Gifts of $25,000 and above   
In honor of the Ader Family  
Jay and Susan Anderson and Family  
Our friend Jay Anderson, a tzadik, a mensch, 	
	 a man of wisdom  
The Lily Auchincloss Foundation, Inc.  
Gary and Ayala Barnett in memory of  
	 Rabbi Chaim Swiatycki  
Abigail Rose and Michael J. Blum in honor  
	 of Jacob and Nathan Blum  
Seymour Cohn  
Bonnie and Tony Dimun  
	 in loving memory of our mothers  
Double H Foundation in honor of the 
	 Kenneth L. Stein Family  
Glenn R. and Eva Dubin in memory of  
	 Leo and Grete Werter  
Mitzi and Warren Eisenberg  
The Herman Forbes Charitable Trust  
The Geduld Family  
Friends and Family In memory of  
	 Donald Gratz  
J. Ira & Nicki Harris Family Foundation 
Joseph Hazen Foundation  
R. F. Heller  
Linda and Dennis Herman  
Frederick H. Joseph  

Thank you to our donors, who help sustain and maintain the Eldridge Street Synagogue, and who support the 
Museum at Eldridge Street’s cultural and educational programs. While we only have room to print the names of 
donors who gave $100 or more, we thank everyone for their contributions. To learn more about supporting the 
Museum at Eldridge Street, please call 212.219.0888 x202 or log on to our website at www.eldridgestreet.org  
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Mark and Anla Cheng Kingdon Foundation  
The Kommel Family  
Blanche and Irving Laurie Foundation  
Alice Lawrence  
Jeff and Randi Levine in memory of  
	 Hannah and Benjamin Sherman  
Mrs. Mortimer Levitt  
Jean and Armand Lindenbaum in memory 
	 and honor of our parents  
The Lucius N. Littauer Foundation  
Jonathan and Wendy Mechanic in honor of 
	 Mayer Mechanic  
Bruce and Julie Menin in memory of  
	 Barry and Miriam Menin  
Richard and Ronay Menschel  
The Moinian Group  
Morgan Joseph and Co., Inc.  
Lionel I. and Suzanne Pincus  
The Resnick Family/Jack Resnick & Sons, Inc. 
Frederick P. and Sandra P. Rose Foundation 
	 in honor of Judy E. Tenney  
Helena Rubinstein Foundation  
Amy and P. Sheridan Schechner  
The Peter Jay Sharp Foundation  
Orna Shulman In memory of Ruth and 
	 Norman Silver, born not far from here 
Sylvia Slifka  
Dr. Axel Stawski  
The Tarnopol Family Foundation  
Asher Zamir and Ben Korman in memory  
	 of Yitzhak ben Asher Zamir  
Arthur Zankel  
Howard Zar in memory of Rose and  
	 Mayer Zar  
Mortimer B. Zuckerman

Gifts of $10,000 and above 
Anchorage Charitable Fund  
Leona Chanin  
Cushman and Wakefield  
The Everett Foundation  
Georgetown Company  
Sandra and Arthur Goldberg  
Morris and Arlene Goldfarb Family 		
	 Foundation  
Alan C. and Kathy Greenberg  
Samuel and Ronnie Heyman  
Hyde & Watson Foundation  
Linda Kastan in memory of Grandma 		
	 Henriette S. Wohl  
Kaul Foundation  
Samuel H. Kress Foundation  
Dorothy and Jerome Kretchmer  
Ronald S. Lauder  
Arthur Levitt 
 The Lopates Family Circle: Kamanetz  
	 Litovsk Morton and Barbara Mandel 
	 Family Foundation  
Friends and Family of Nicholas Moore  
New York Landmarks Conservancy  
Ronald O. Perelman  

Gregg Rechler and Mitchell Rechler  
Debby and Scott Rechler  
Larry Stack and Susan Stack Wolf in memory 	
	 of our parents Joan and Seymour Stakofsky  
Irma D. Tuchman  
Friends and Family of Steve Walsey  
Amy E. Waterman in memory of Mary  
	 and Moses Waterman, in memory of  
	 Rae and Morris Holland  
Michael J. Weinberg  
Joseph Wilf 

Gifts of $5,000 and above  
Anonymous (2)  
John Bader  
Samantha and Nils Brous in memory of  
	 Jane Meyerhoff  
In Loving Memory of Beulah Buchwald 
Richard Charnoff  
Phyllis Freed in memory of Bessie and  
	 Harry Groher  
Isidore and Maralyn Friedman  
Lorraine Gallard  
Lyla and Howard Glener, Our Roots are Here 
Roger Gural  
Samuel and Anna Jacobs Foundation  
Daniel Kaufmann  
Dana and Richard Kirschenbaum in honor  
	 of Irving and Rose Jason  
Josh Landes in honor of the 99th birthday 
	 of Rose Leibow Eisenberg and the 103rd 
	 birthday of Charles Leibow, the Rabbi 
	 Aaron and Sora Eisenberg Landes Family 
Robin and Jay L. Lewis  
Jack Miller, Jr. in memory of Sadie Yonack 
	 Miller and Harry Sam Miller  
New York State Energy Resources and 
	 Development Authority (NYSERDA) 
Florence and Al Rabinowitz  
Jeanne Greenberg and Nicholas Rohatyn 
Lief Rosenblatt in memory of Franklin 
	 Rosenblatt  
Martine and William S. Rubenstein in Honor 
	 of Amelia Warshaw’s Bat Mitzvah,  
	 May 6, 2007

Gifts of $1,800 and above  
Gloria and Russ Becker  
Louis H. Blumengarten  
Eva and David Bruné in honor our children 
	 Isaac Nicolai Bruné and Jared  
	 Alexander Chung  
Rabbi Eric Eisenkramer  
Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth Flicker  
Charles Forma  
Julius Graber Memorial Foundation  
Eileen Garlick  
Tom Hallinan  
Doris Juster  
E. P. and Roberta L. Kirschner Foundation 
Samuel M. Levy Family Foundation  

Ninah and Michael Lynne  
Dr. and Mrs. Philip Marcus  
David and Bobbie Margolis  
Edwin A. Margolius, Theodore E. B. Einhorn, 
	 and Shirley M. Cobert in memory of 
	 Rabbi Idel and Mrs. Della Idelson  
Bernice Yood Matalon in memory of  
	 Alfred and Molly Yood  
David Metzger  
Pearl Pavane  
Allen Rothman  
Juliette Rudnick  
Howard Sobel and Family  
Alice M. and Thomas J. Tisch Foundation  
Eva and John Usdan  
Barbara and Solomon Wank  
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Waterman 

2009 ANNUAL FUND DONORS 
The following gifts were given between 
January 1, 2009 and December 31, 2009  
to the Museum’s Annual Fund.   

We wish to thank the following donors  
for supporting the maintenance of the 
National Historic Landmark Eldridge Street 
Synagogue and the cultural and educa-
tional programs of the Museum at Eldridge 
Street. Gifts provided between January 1, 
2009 and December 31, 2009. While space 
limits our roster to gifts of $100 and above, 
we deeply appreciate the support of all  
of our donors.

Gifts of $100,000 and above  
Joseph and Sylvia Slifka Foundation, Inc.

Gifts of $50,000 and above 
The David Berg Foundation  
The Marc Haas Foundation  
Estate of Ada Rovinsky 

Gifts of $25,000 and above 
Anonymous  
Bloomberg  
Aaron Gural Foundation  
New York City Department of  
	 Cultural Affairs  
New York State Council on the Arts 
New York State Office of Parks, Recreation 
	 and Historic Preservation  

Gifts of $10,000 and above 
Mildred Caplow  
The Edouard Foundation, Inc.  
Goldie Anna Charitable Trust  
J. Ira and Nikki Harris Family Foundation 
Incantation Productions, Inc.  
Susan R. Malloy  
National Endowment for the Arts  



2009 annual report  |  23  museum at eldridge street

National Endowment for the Humanities 
New York Council for the Humanities  
Sheila and Joseph Rosenblatt  
The Leo Rosner Foundation  
The Jerry and Emily Spiegel  
	 Family Foundation  
Helene and Steven Walsey  
Judith and Stanley Zabar Fund 

Gifts of $5,000 and above 
Suzy B. Boshwit  
The Richard H. Driehaus Foundation  
Peter and Lorinda Ash Ezersky  
	 Family Foundation  
Arlene Goldfarb Family Foundation  
Joyce and Irving Goldman  
	 Family Foundation  
Roberta Brandes Gratz  
The Lucius N. Littauer Foundation 
Manhattan Borough President’s Office,  
	 The Honorable Scott Stringer  
Lori and David Moore and Family  
NYC & Co. Foundation  
The Reed Foundation, Inc.  
Daniel and Joanna S. Rose Fund  
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Silver Silver  
	 Family Foundation  
Sun Hill Foundation 

Gifts of $2,500 and above 
Ernest Bogen  
Melva Bucksbaum and Raymond Learsy  
The Charles Cohn Foundation  
Stella and Charles Guttman Foundation 
Jewish Community Youth Foundation 
Samuel M. Levy Family Foundation  
The Malkin Fund, Inc.  
The Zankel Fund  
Zaro Charitable Trust  
Cathleen Zepelin 

Gifts of $1,000 and above 
Alvin and Dorothy Schwartz Foundation  
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Arnold  
Allen J. and Lori Waltzer Bernstein  
Rene Bloch Foundation  
Lori Buchbinder  
Charles and Mildred Schnurmacher 
	 Foundation, Inc.  
The Bernice and Albert B. Cohen Family 		
	 Charitable Trust  
Elias A. Cohen Foundation  
Robert E. Cohen  
Sharon and Lawrence Epstein  
Ester Fuchs and Daniel Victor  
Lois and Harry Gellis  
Mr. and Mrs. Alan B. Groh  
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Haiken  
Doris Juster  
Dorothy and Jerome Kretchmer  
Eugene M. Lang Foundation  
The Martin R. Lewis Charitable Foundation 

The Liman Foundation  
Liz and Rohit Manocha  
Andrea and Christopher McDonagh 
Jonathan L. Mechanic, Esq.  
Anthony E. Meyer Family Foundation  
Lynda Kaplan and Richard Rabinowitz  
Elliott Rosch Fund  
Mrs. Janet Ross  
Allen Rothman  
Mr. and Mrs. William Rubenstein  
Shirley and Jack Silver  
Debra and Gary Soffer  
Jane Stein  
Maxine B. Steinberg Fund  
Laurie M. Tisch Foundation  
Michael Tuch Foundation  
Ron Zimmerman 

Gifts of $500 and above 
Hirschel B. Abelson  
Elie Abemayor  
Mr. and Mrs. Garth T. Bloxham  
Gail Buchwald  
Janet Buchwald  
Andrea Burger  
Clarice Feinman  
Hana L. Fuchs  
Naomi Gat  
Mr. and Mrs. Donald J. Gordon  
Zachary I. Hodes  
Sally and Roger Hoffman  
Richard Korn  
Evelyn and John Kossak  
David F. Kuck  
Andrea S. Markezin and Joel Press  

Lawrence Orenstein  
Gerald M. Ostrov  
The Pickman Foundation  
Anne and Joseph A. Pierson  
Betty and Abraham Rifkin  
Murray Rosen  
Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell Rudin  
Dennis Shulman and Pamela Tropper  
Riva and Alan B. Slifka  
Jeanne Snyder  
Lois and Arthur Stainman  
Mr. and Mrs. Sy Sternberg  
Stoller Family Charitable Lead Annuity Trust    
Emily Straus  
Summit Waterproofing and Restoration Co. 
Lewis E. Topper  
Norman Weisman  
Y. H. Mirzoeff & Sons Foundation, Inc.  
Harold S. Yood  
The Gellin Zalaznick Foundation, Inc. 

Gifts of $250 and above 
Barbara Ann Abeles  
Eleanor and Theodore Altman  
Alida J. and Martin M. Bell  
Bruce and Susan Berger  
Roberta Berken  
Madaleine Berley  
Murray Berman  
Leslie and Karen Blacksburg  
Louis H. Blumengarten  
Bruce Bolter 
Claire and Marvin Carmen  
Charles Hertzig Foundation  
Jared A. Chung  



Dorrit and Alexander Coch  
Fern and Harry D. Cohen  
Dr. and Mrs. Lawrence J. Cohen  
Shannon and Paul R Colletti  
Henry Ehrlich  
Mr. and Mrs. Donald B. Epstein  
Thomas N. and Miriam H. Farmakis  
Charles A. Forma  
Deborah S. Freedman  
Phyllis and Seymour Gartenberg  
David Goldsmith  
Linda J. and Richard A. Goldstein  
Stuart Goldstein  
Ann and Jim Gordon  
Anita Graber  
The Gramercy Park Foundation, Inc.  
Mark A. Grossbard  
Burton K. Haimes  
David and Madeline Haver  
Diana and John Herzog  
Gladys and John Horowitz  
Beverly Jacobs  
Karen and Peter H. Jakes  
Nora and Steven Kandel  
Rita and Henry Kaplan  
David S. Katz  
Ginny Kleinstein Katz  
Deborah M. and Peter Krulewitch  
Robert Lane and Thomas F. Cantrell  
Joann and Robert Todd Lang  
Warren Laskey  
The Levitt Family  
Lillian Lipka  
Renee Luebke  
McLaughlin and Stern, LLP  
Pearl Ann and Max Marco  
Yevgeniya Margulis  
Benjamin Markowitz  
Rita and Robert Matthews  
Lois and Richard Miller  
Cheryl and Lloyd Pine  
Randy Polumbo  
Susan and Gerald Post  
Saul Raw  
Fred M. Richman  
Sheila Johnson Robbins  
Monroe H. Rosner  
Christopher H. Rothko  
Rubin-Ladd Foundation  
Dr. and Mrs. Herbert S. Sacks  
Shirley Saunders  
Stella Skura  
Willard J. Smith  
Laurence T. Sorkin  
Marion and Gerald Sussman  
Nathan and Beatrice Taubenfeld  
Cynthia Wainwright Berger  
Milton Walsey  
Edith N. Weinberger  
David and Sally Kux Weiner  
Linda Filer and Bradford Wiley, II 

Gifts of $100 and above 
Bernard Abramowitz  
Carrie and Leigh Abramson  
Lillian and Irving M. Ader  
Leona K. Adler  
Elliot S. Agisim  
Stephen B. Alderman  
Robert Ambaras  
Mr. and Mrs. Kurt R. Anker  
Ann Service Corporation  
Irena and Albert Appel  
Barbara S. Arion  
Eric Baelen  
Frances Barasch  
Lee F. Barash  
Alan Barnett  
Stanley L. Barrish  
Nan Bases  
Sandy Beck  
Mr. and Mrs. Russ Becker  
Susan Beckerman  
Murray L. Beer  
Janine Beichman  
George E. Berg  
Irwin M. Berg  
Mr. and Mrs. Robert H. Berkley  
Daniel Berman  
Martha Y. Berman  
Mr. and Mrs. Marshall A. Bernstein  
Vidor and Nissan Bernstien  
Gloria Bischoff  
Irene Blady  
Joan and Charles Blanksteen  
Doris Leslie Blau  
Lucie Blau  
Helene A. Blieberg  
Barry Bloch  
Nedra and Gerald Bloch  
Dr. and Mrs. Alan Bloom  
Erika Bloomfield  
Lois D. Blumenfeld  
William S. Boorstein  
Mark and Norma T. Borten  
Harriet Boxer  
Debra L. Brand  
Edna L. Breecker  
The Alice and Ed Brickman Family Tzedukah 
Betsy Broder  
Barbara and Jonathan Scott  
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Brookler  
Joan and Alan Brout  
Barbara Brown  
Gladys Brownstein  
Sandy and Allen Brune  
Sarah Burchman  
David Burgin  
Gwen Calderon  
Joshua R. Cammaker  
Sybil Carof  
Thelma and Maurice Carter  
Dave J. Charles  

Nancy and Jordan Cooperstein  
Mark Chazin  
Bernard Cohen  
Irving Cohen  
Lisa B. Cohen  
Samuel A. Cohen  
Max B. Cohn Family Foundation  
Barry Coller  
Congregation Beth Israel  
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey A. Cooper  
Barbara and Frederick Cronin  
Linda and Teo Dagi  
Jessica G. and Andrew Davis  
Oscar Davis  
Amy Dell  
Mr. and Mrs. Jerome Deutsch  
Judith and Barry J. Dichter  
Charles Dimston  
Beverly Dolinsky  
Estelle Dorn  
Barbara and Daniel Drench  
Dresner Family Charitable Foundation  
M. Burton Drexler  
Peter Freiberg and Joe-Tom Easley  
Abbe Gale Echstein  
Shirley Eckstein  
Paul Ehrlich  
Carole and Arthur Elias  
Clara J. Epperson  
Judy and David Feigin  
Herbert Feinberg  
Paul Feinberg  
Mr. and Mrs. Morton Feingold  
Yoseph Feit and Edith Gross  
Mitchell Feldman  
Raymond J. Fields  
Dianna and Richard Fine  
Rae-Ann Fischer  
Gloria Fishfader  
Jacob and Mollie Fishman Foundation  
Dr. and Mrs. David Flitter  
Irving M. Fogel  
Harold H. and Sandra Fogelman  
Theresa and Tim Foley  
The Forest Family Foundation, Inc.  
Dr. & Mrs. Fabius Fox  
Gerald H. and Anne L. Freedman  
Lisa Friedlander  
David and Edith West Friedmann  
Paula Sandra Froh  
Martin R. Geller  
Beth Ginsberg  
Myron Ginsberg  
Martin D. and The Honorable Ruth  
	 Bader Ginsburg  
Adele M. Gittleman  
Randy Globus  
Norma and Martin A. Goetz  
Bernice and Bernard Gola  
Jerrold R. Gold  
Rita S. Gold Foundation  
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Alan Goldman  
Arlene Goldman  
Harriet Goldman  
Lucy Goldman  
Philip Goldrich  
Richard Goldsmith  
Doris and Jeff Goldstein  
Mr. and Mrs. Melvin S. Goldstein  
Robert B. Goldstein  
Judith Goodman  
Sylvia G. Gordon  
Ann Gottlieb  
Mark Graber  
William F. Gratz  
Yoko Witdey and David Grau  
Edward G. and Gail P. Green  
Ramon and Bettye King Green  
The Greenberg Foundation  
Susan E. Greenberg  
Laurel Griff  
Paul L. Gross  
Mildred Grossman  
Helaine and Richard Grossman  
Ariel M. Grunberg  
Seymour I. Gussack  
Owen Gutfreund  
Jaime Lewis and Jack I. Habert  
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald P. Halpern  
Benjamin Hammerman  
Anita Handel  
Edward Handelman Fund  
Sarah and Joel L. Handelman  
Hedy Hartman  
Beth and David Hazan  
Donald Hecht  
Rochelle Henner  
Helene Herzig  
Highfield Gardens Care Center  
Norman Himelberg  
Linda Hirsch  
Andy and Jamie Hoffman  
Howard Hoffman  
Jeffrey Holland  
Betty Ruth and Milton Hollander  
Margie Epstein and Kenneth Stuart  
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Horowitz  
Robert Vincent Huber  
Jonathan Hurwitz  
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Israel  
Herbert Jacoby  
Janet Jaffin  
JMBJ Foundation  
Gary Joseph  
Frances Kahn  
Kann Family Philanthropic Fund  
Linda T. Kastan  
Stanley Katz  
Ruth Kaufman 
Robert A. Kavesh  
Ruth Kessler  
Anita and Barry Kinzbrunner  

Carol Klein  
Judith S. Klein  
Dr. and Mrs. Melvyn Klein  
William Klein  
Stephan Marc Klein  
Rose Kleinman  
Janet T. Klion  
Richard A. Knobelman  
Viviane and Stuart Koenig  
David Korn  
Dolores Kreisman  
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Krinsky  
Paul Kronenberg  
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Kronish  
Jonathan Myles Kushner  
Jerome S. and Bernice Lachs 
Mr. and Mrs. Luis Lainer  
Ellen Lang  
Flora Langer  
Robert B. and Nathalee Lapidus  
Lorinda Lasus  
Cary Lazar  
Harvey I. Leifert  
Irene K. Leiwant  
Samuel Lenorowitz  
Stanley A. and Sondra S. Leon  
Martin Lerner  
Jill Levi  
Michael and Ina Massler Levin  
Arlene Lacklow Levinson  
Dr. and Mrs. Meron Levitats  
Melvin Levy  
S. Jay and Barbara Levy  
Adam Lichtman  
L. Robert Lieb  
Valerie Lieberman  
Lomazer Y. M. B.A., Inc.  
Gilbert Louzoun  
Gerard G. Lowen  
Tina Lubin  
Irving Malin  
Claire B. Mansberg  
Morris Mansfield  

David R. Marcus  
Dr. and Mrs. Philip Marcus  
Mr. and Mrs. David I. Margolis  
Donald Martin  
Neil Martin  
Silvia Marx  
Jay Mazur  
Glenn E. McDonald  
Mary Jane McGoey  
Richard E. McGrath  
Daniel Meltz  
Faith Menken  
Mrs. Esther Mershon  
Bruce Methner  
Syva Meyers  
Paula Michtom  
Judi and Marvin  
Milich Leon Miller  
Louise Miller  
Mr. and Mrs. Norman Mintz  
Deborah Dash Moore  
Maxine Ruth Stern Moore  
Peter Morrison  
Laura and Alan Moss  
Laurence J. Murphy  
Sherrie and Lawrence Nagin  
Mr. and Mrs. Irving Natter  
Caryn and David Newman  
Joan H. and Ronald Newman  
Samuel Norich  
Abbe J. Nosoff  
Ruth Nussdorf  
Rima Ogrin  
Steven A. Okin  
Laura M. Savino and Peter Onghena  
David Ozgen  
Jane Paznik-Bondarin  
Barry C. Pearce  
David J. Pelmoter  
Edward Pincover  
George Pittel  
Gertrude and Joseph Rosenberg  
Annie Polland  

public support
The Museum at Eldridge Street’s cultural and educational programs 
are supported, in part, with public funds from the Manhattan 
Borough President’s Office, National Endowment for the Arts, 
National Endowment for the Humanities, New York City Council,  
New York City Department for the Aging, New York City Department 
of Cultural Affairs, New York City Department of Youth and Commu-
nity Development, New York State Council on the Arts, and New York 
State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation. 
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Dr. and Mrs. Richard H. Pollen  
Stephen M. Poppel  
Zelda Porte  
Harriet Porto  
Sidney Lee Posel  
Betsy Posner  
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Potack  
John Preston  
ProTech Pest Control Co., Inc.  
Mr. and Mrs. Ira Quint  
R M F Foundation  
Susan D. Ralston  
Francine and Marth Ranieri  
Richard Raskin  
Cynthia Rawitch  
James Reiss  
Hayden Reiter  
Elizabeth and Eugene Renkin  
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Rennert  
Ellen K. Renstrom  
Henry Richmond  
Morris and Rose Rochman Foundation, Inc. 
Neil Rolde  
Mrs. Wiley Roosth  
Rosenberg & Estic, P.C.  
Melvin K. Roseman  
Chaya Rosen  
N. Hilton Rosen  
Alvin A. Rosenthal  
Doris Rosenthal  
Linda and Norman I. Rosner  
Andrew Ross and Debra Shapiro-Ross  
Molly S. Ross  
Rothstein, Kass & Company (Paul Rich) 
Martha and John M. Rozett  
Herbert Rubin  
Juliette Rudnick  
Vincent Saccente  
Martin J. Salwen  
Amanda and Michael Salzhauer  
Shirley A. Samis  
Jill W. and Lawrence Sandberg  

Sara Ann Sanders  
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Sarnoff  
Michael Sarver  
Denise and Kenneth C. Rollinson  
Arnold Scharf  
Annette Sally Schecter  
Beulah Scherer  
Barbara Schindel  
Linda Schlager  
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Schlechter  
Harvey A. Schneier  
Helen Schulberg  
Harvey Schulman  
Harvey Schussler  
Rise Schwab  
Helen and Steven H. Schwartz  
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Schwartz  
J. and Renee Schweber  
Jerome Seigel  
Joseph Seliga  
Jay W. Seligman  
Lina and Martin Shane  
Annette R. and Daniel Shapiro  
Karen Shapiro  
Aaron Arthur Sherman  
Geri and Gerald Sherman  
Shomrim Society, NYPD  
Carol and Norman Shore  
Daniel Siegel  
Steven W. Siegel  
Monte Silberger  
Dr. and Mrs. Lawrence Silver  
Marylin and Joseph E. Silverman  
Alan J. Simon  
Beth Singer  
Henry A. Singer  
Susan and Gary Singer  
Mr. and Mrs. David M. Sitzer  
Douglas A. Skolnick  
Irene R. and M.L. Skolnick  
Erwin H. Sloan and Family  
Mr. and Mrs. Abraham J. Small  

Joanne C. and James C. Smith  
SO Charitable Trust  
George Y. Sodowick  
Scott M. Solkoff  
Cheryl Spinner  
Dr. and Mrs. Morton E. Spitzer  
David Stahl  
Linda Steinberg  
Elinor Steinhardt  
Sylvia and Stephen Steinhardt  
Sandy L. Stern  
Esther Esh Sternberg Foundadtion  
Dianne B. Stillman  
Dr. and Mrs. Steven Strauss  
Ursula Strauss  
Elaine Suchman  
Mrs. Aaron Sukenik 
Theodore S. Tapper  
Gerda Taranow  
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Tate  
Ellie Telzer  
Temple Emeth  
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Tenenblatt  
Eleanor and Philip Tepper  
Deborah and Michael Troner  
Paul Tuchman  
Martin Tucker  
Martin W. Turetzky  
Ruth and Stuart Turner  
Maya Turnley  
Jeffrey Usow  
Jack Victor  
Marcia F. and Richard S. Volpert  
Terry Wachalter  
Brendelle E. Walden  
Honey Waldman  
Wallach Foundation, Inc.  
Mr. and Mrs. Solomon Wank  
Marian Warden  
Robin A. Warshay  
Claire Weidman  
Bernice Weinblatt  
Stanley D. Weinrich  
Beverly Weinstein  
Michal Weisler  
Daniel Weiss Elaine and Robert D. Weiss 
Weissman Family Foundation  
Amy and Jason Weller  
Brent Whitman  
Mr. and Mrs. Elie Wiesel  
William Morris Agency  
	 (Lastfogel Foundation)  
Marisa Wohl  
Netta Wolf  
Herb Wolfe  
Dr. and Mrs. Samuel H. Yalkowsky  
Janine Yamamoto  
Barry and Nora Yood  
Martin Zeiger  
Meyer Zinn  
Tobey M. Zuckerman  
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy P. Zwickl 

1887 SOCIETY MEMBERS
The Museum at Eldridge Street gratefully acknowledges individuals 
who have established a planned gift to benefit the Museum and 
acknowledges the important role that these donors have played  
in the Museum’s growth. Planned gifts include charitable gift 
annuities, charitable trusts, and bequest. 1887 Society Members 
have informed the Museum at Eldridge Street that they have 
included the Museum as a beneficiary in their will or trust. 
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Kate Milford (pages 7, 10, 12, 13, 15, 23); Leo Sorel (pages 2, 4 );  

Eldridge Street staff (pages 3, 8, 9, 11, 14, 19)
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